
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 30 June 2016] 

 p4447c-4448a 
Ms Eleni Evangel; Mrs Michelle Roberts 

BATTLE OF CRETE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
Statement by Member for Perth 

MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [12.53 pm]: The recently formed Battle of Crete Memorial Committee hosted 
a special seventy-fifth anniversary commemorative event to launch its campaign to raise funds for the creation of 
a designated memorial dedicated to the Anzacs and allies, including Greek soldiers and civilians, who fought 
alongside one another during World War II’s Battle of Crete 75 years ago. It was an honour to attend this event 
along with the Minister for Veterans, Hon Joe Francis, MLA, and Hon Peter Katsambanis, MLC. The event was 
well attended by members of the Greek–Australian community of Perth, and many family and friends of 
2/11th Battalion veterans who have sadly passed away. It was therefore a privilege that one of the few surviving 
veterans from the Battle of Crete was in attendance as a special guest. Mr Arthur Leggett, OAM, president of the 
Ex-Prisoners of War and Relatives Association and a former signaller in the 2/1lth Battalion, was in Crete during 
the war and later taken prisoner by the Germans. The keynote speaker headlining the event, Hon Joe Francis, 
MLA, gave a stirring address that highlighted the significance of the Battle of Crete in Australian and Greek 
wartime history, the strong bonds formed by the two nations since the war, and referred to some of the shocking 
statistics of casualties and those taken prisoner. He was followed by the chairperson of the Battle of Crete 
Memorial Committee, Greek–Australian Returned and Services League of Australia president, Mr Bill Evangel. 
Special guest speaker, Ms Marilyn Sadlier, daughter of the late Geoff Edwards, OAM, gave a moving 
presentation about her late father’s experiences in Crete and his generous gesture of gratitude in honour of the 
Cretan people and monks who cared for and assisted him and many other Australian soldiers to escape. 
Mr Geoff Edwards, OAM, was instrumental in donating the land and supporting the building of 
a Greek Orthodox chapel, St John the Theologian, at Prevelly near Margaret River. I would like to acknowledge 
the hardworking committee members, who include Dr Ken Michael; Mr Denis Connelly, vice president of the 
State RSL; Dr John Yiannakis; Mr Manoli Yeroyianakis — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Mr Acting Speaker. 

Ms E. EVANGEL: Ms Catherine Papanastasiou; Mr Jack Hondros; and the chairperson, Mr Bill Evangel. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Mr Acting Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.M. Britza): Member for Girrawheen, I am well aware and I am giving the 
member the benefit of the doubt, as I will you. 

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: There are time limits for 90 second statements. Are you intending to enforce them? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: You may sit down, member. I am going to answer that query. I have given 
leeway, especially when the speech is coming to an end. If you want to be strict about it, I will make it go 
both ways. 
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